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RWANDA DENTES MASSACRING PEASANTS

(Washifgton, D.C. == October 10,  1990). The Rwardese
Government today denied information contained in an Octoeber 10
Reuter wire report which stated that the_'Rwandese army and
mé.:ibrity Hutu group hav‘e massacred peasants accused of supporting
tﬁe rebel invasioﬁ force f£xom Uganda. ~Rwand.a charges that the
rebel forces are responsibié for the killings, which are

-

o ocourring in the rebel-held area about 25 miles from the Rwanda-
TUganda border. .

- In addition, according to the Rwandese government, the
sgurce of the Reuter report, Steven Kabarega, is not a Rwandese
cit:-;zen, as he claimed'; but a. Ugandan national and a member of .

the Ugandan army. He is reported to be a member of the invading

~e

forces. _
;.Eop Rwandese officials also report that, in the first days
of the invasion, the rebels used Rwandese peasants as "human
~ shields" while attacking, a violation of the Geneva Accords of
‘ 194'5;3. The rebel forces are now Simply killing Hutu peasants in

their path and blaming the Rwandese Govermment.
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| Aléo, the 'retreati.ng forces are dressing some of 'the
' Ele’deased Hutu Qeasaz;ts in Ugandan army uniforms in an attempt to
make it appear that Hutus are isfmp.atheéic with the rebels. ax;d,
indeed, are jeining the invading forces.

Rwandese se.curity' officials have also discovered that Tut;si
accomplices, allied with the invading forces, have burned the
houses of 1aw~a.b1.d_ng' Tutsis in the K.ungl dlstr:.ct of
northwestern Rwanda in an attempt to make it appear as though the
Hutus are instigating violence ag:a_i_pst their fellow citizens.

' The local Hutu population denies participating in the violence
and clai:mg they be:;tr no ill w;i.ll toward their Tutsi neighbors
. with whom they have lived peacefully for decades.

The Rwandese govermment states that -th_e- invading forces are
using prdpa}ganda. as a styrategy to discredit the Rwandese
Governnent- and authorities in the intermational comn}unity, and
tﬁat the media is being fed false and incomplete reports.

Also, Rwanda charges that, despite statements that Uganda
had closed its border with.Rwanda to prevent the rebels from
receiving reinforcements, the border has remained open and
reinforcements are still arriving. Rwandese intelligence reports
also indicate that the invading. forces are recruiting Tutsi
children - some as young as nine 'years o0ld ~ from Ugandan schools

‘ and. sending them to fight on the front line.
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