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August 28, 1997 -

Honorable William J. Clinton
Prasident of the United States
The Whirc House )
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

In recent weeks it has become increasingly clear that the armed forees of the government
of Rwanda — a government with which the United States has maintained an extremely clase
reimonship «— have masseered thousands of Hum refirgess in castem Cango (the former Zaire),
as wel] 2s Huta noncombatants within Rwanda. The victims include men, women, and children,
and the massacres appear o have been part of a deliberate and systematic policy of targeted
cthnic killing. '

It bas also recently been vevealed that the United States has been providing military
uaining.includingmﬁﬁngh“maﬂsmmhip;”mMQmemedanmedfmdmingme
period in which the massacres have taken place. The United States has also conducted joins
military operations with these forces. ' -

The United States govermiient's response to reports of these massaares has been
caasistently weak. The United States embassy is Rwanda, instead of taking vigorous action to
gcttoﬂ:ebouomoramchyrepoﬂstbatwuereceivedasudyshsthembg,appmmhave
treated such reports with extreme skepticism. Our official response even to the mast detailed and
spxiﬁcxpomofmodﬁsbykmdmmmdtbdrdﬁsh&hcappmmhavemkmme"
form of polite expressions of disapproval tather than changes in our policy on the ground. We
did not, for instance, discontinue ejther the military training or the joint military exercises.

I am therefare writing 1o urge that you tlce immediare action to detormine whether the
Uiteq States or any of its officials or employees has been complicit, either through action or
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through neglect, in the massacres perpetated by our Rwandan allies. Strong and immediate
action must alsobemkenwconvincethekw:ndangovemmm—aswauasisadmirmwhhin'
the U.S. foreign policy establichment — that compliance with 8 eertain minimum standard of
decency is the price of mifitary assistance from the United States.

lalso requestthatyoudimathcappmpﬁmoiﬁdalsofﬁebepmmmofmm
Department of Defense, and other government agancies to provide the following informarion, in
order to assist the Subcormmirtee on Interparional Operations and Human Rights in its oversight
responsibilities:

1. United States response to reparts of massacres.

On December 4, I996.omSﬁbcomim=hcldahuﬁngatwhichrepxumﬁmof
WM@@GWMM&&&MM&MWWH@
refigees by ethmic Tm:i-dominmdtebnlsinwhatwasthmmhire.whowﬁmmem

" iben to be closely allied with the Rwandan government, For exampls, on November 17, Tatsi
mbdshZaimhadrcpodeymmmdhmmﬁsofdvﬂimmfugmmofwhommcyhd
Iured with promises of return w0 Rwanda, Returning refugees had also reported that Tursi forces
hadsdmdmmdboys,mddidmtlﬂd:emmmmkmdawiﬂnhzirfamﬂis. The

. refogees believed the men and boys had been killed, .

T asked Admhﬁsﬂaﬁmﬁm&sahbeumba4h&mingabomthserepom The
mmsemsﬂmﬁaebehavimofubdfomsinmmbbchadappmedmbe“mﬁmmy
bereer than whar had adsmdaxﬂa”(rsdmonyofAmbamdorRichndBogosian) bug that “we,
too, have heard these stories afﬂnemgmcra,"andﬂm“wemaddraﬁngit... and...we
Inow that in the end the truth will come out.” (Testimony of Assistant Secretary Phyllis
Oakley.) .

Please mdc;mammﬁmofﬂweuﬁmakmuymummgmm
hammdDmbulQ%mdmﬁewbahaMmmofmmmc.

H. United States military trxiuing of Rwandan forces. -

might be “nsed...inanyw:ytohdprcbelswhomightbemnﬁtﬁngmssacus.” A
Tepresentative from the Department of Defease assared me thar “f do not see any way that
could possibly happen.? (FsﬁmnyofbcputyAssismSeu’emyV'thm) Twasalso ~
assured that our military training of Rwandan forces “deals almest exclusively with the human
. rights end of the spectrum 2s distinct from purely military aperations” (Testimony of
Ambassador Bogosian) and that “we are talking abont the softer, kinder geatler, side of the
military training . . . . We have not provided Rwanda with any of the sort of basic military
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training that—what you would get at Ft. Bragg officer training, those sorts o%th.ings.”
. (Testimony of M., Kﬂ.n).

Tt now appears, howwa,dmwempmﬁdingkwmdanﬁomwfﬂ:uaininginabmad
array of military skills — including “Psy-Ops” (psychological operatiens), “tectical skills,” and
“basicﬁﬂenwkmnmship”—whosewmecﬁmm“mehmgnﬁghnmdofthem"is
attermated at best. (Ironimﬂy.someoftth.S.tminc:sappMymgfmmFmBragg.)

ThisinfounaﬁonwaspmvidcdmAugmtm,wﬂ,inalcwﬁ'omUndqur;mxyof
Defense Wa]terSlocombetoChairmaanGilmmofﬁmeméhmmaﬁonaIRdaﬁm
Commjuee.appmﬂyinrsponscmqusﬁnmraisedbymadomammmmbemata
July 1997 hearinig. Upformdy.dﬁsmponwraisamomqmdommdcwthmn
answers. Porinstance.itoﬁ'e:sthcassnranccﬂm“ﬂ:cUs.mﬂﬁaryhasmtenndumd
counterinsurgency training for the Rwandan Patriotic Ammy (RPA)” and that ali military wzining
hkmdamdsigncdm“bmmfothmﬁghc”mbmﬁﬂsmmhinhow
marksmanship, tactical sldlls.andPsy—Opswﬂlfostermpectfmhmﬁgms,orwhnwedidw
msme&mtbiehiningwouﬁmtbcmedhwmmﬁngmcymdoﬂyrdaedmbm&r -

PlaseprovxdemdcmledmﬁamannnabomUS.mﬂmryeducanonandumg
gimzomembersoftheRwandamedfomindudingﬂxemsyﬂabusandanywm
mamialsdisnibmcdmothcvdseuscdinmnnxﬁausuchednaﬁonwuzining.

U1 Rwandan military activity in Zaire,

Itisnowknownﬂmszndmfom'wcreanivdymgzgedinmﬂitaryopc:ationsin
what was then Zaire. Ithasalsobemxwealed,inarepoﬂbylothom&etfmﬂmWashingtqn
Post, that Rwanda Defense Minister Panl Kagame met with U.S, officials in August 1996 to
m&mmmmhmmﬁa&mkwm&ﬁﬂif&ew
Nations would not remove them somehady else would hava o do 21 (Washington Post, July 9,
1997, page A1) lnlightofmivamings,howisitthatU.S.oﬁcialscmﬂdhavc been enaware
ofthcposihiﬁwzbarthckmdansddicsmdoﬁmwcmuﬁﬂngnighbedepbyedh
Zaire? o

Howishﬂminbmberm%,whmwerweivcdrcpamofmamuinﬂwmy

refugee camps medanD:fcnsebﬁnistaKagamchad:hmedm“disnzngh”hAngm
1996, a United SmtcsDcfcnscDepaunmoﬁdalwasabletoteu Cangress that “I do not sec -

not occurred 1o anyone in our govemnment that Kagame might simply be keeping his p;omise?

When did the United States government first become aware of the possibility of active
Rwandan participation in the Zzive operations? Upon becoming aware of this possibility — and

3




and children «- diduefeelthatwehadampansx’bﬂkytowmewhaﬂmthcmldiasand
officers we trained in “tactical sldﬂs”and‘ﬁnarlsnmslﬁp”hlulymdmuoﬂwshad
Participated in the Zaire operations? What steps, if any, did we take to determins thic?

' Do we know even now whether any U.S. trainces perticipated in the massacres? Koot
whatarewedoingmﬁndom,andmmb:mthammdﬁmnus.asﬁsmmand
training to Rwandanaunedforcswmnotinadvmmuyasistsnchmducﬂ

IV. “Psy-Ops” activitics dirccted at refugoees.

hmrdinaﬁnnwithﬁckmnda?aﬁoﬁzhy.mmdetcﬁxgemmmmmkmda The
“pmdum"ofthmopuaﬁm“mgedufumwmma-aﬁhomdmdmdsoughtm
comta'ﬁxcerFAR/Inmhamwemssageﬂmmneswouldheldned. ...~ Please provide

Whmswpshavcweukm.aam'tﬁncbctweenNmber l%m&mmm
that our efforts on behalf of mass repatriation to RwandawiHm:le‘adtotheinvolunm:y (or

invasion than an indigenous revolution, and that the Rwandan forces were apparently condueting
massacres - may have been iulzgcpar:&cmnhofﬂxmpoﬁcymakm’mﬁanoeonm
from people who tended o discomtnegaﬁvempomabou:thdrﬁimdsinﬂxeRPAmdthc
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Kabhila forces. [ wge yonto investigate whether this happened and to take appropriare action in
response, -

YL Conclusion

1 should makcdzarthatitismtmyintcnﬁontodcfmdtheex-FAR.theImerahamwe,or
the Mobutu regime. Allofthseeuﬁﬁsdidm'ble&ingsandshouldbeheldmmmbh The
mgmmpshmmﬁmmhdadbmmfnrmbmdamdﬁmonanda
Burinowapparemlolcmceoftheacﬁonsorowdoseamwhthckwmdangovmm~in
whaxnowappmtohavcbemowmﬁedindi&’umeemmpomofmodﬁSmmmyhave
lost sight of the fact that thess camps were alss home to hundreds of thousands of innocent
people. Rwandan officers have becnquowdbylothomﬁetinthePostasnyingthatthdr goal
mmmbhewasnmanmshmdmth:reﬁmcmmpsbmako‘%omkemgeagainst
the Hutu refugees™ According 1o Pomfret, .

Rwandan troops and their Congolese Tutsi alﬁwmgimaﬁeehmdmgo

afr:rtthmumﬁ:gmsolongastheya!sowmibmdtotoppﬁngMnbm

Rebel oﬂﬁcmwhoopposedthi:poﬁcywmdmeawaywim. One, Andre Kisese
- Ngandu, as:niarcommandcr.waszunncddownbykwandanl'msiuoops._...

Sincexa-ly,_

Bl it

Chatrman, Sgbcommirtee on Interparional
Opcrations and Human Rights
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